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SENDING A MESSAGE:
NO MORE GRAFT

GORBACHEV IS USING FIRING SQUADS AND PRISON SENTENCES TO MAKE IT CLEAR |

rriving at Moscow's Sherem-
Aet}rem Airport early last year at
the end of one of his many for
eign trade trips, Vladimir N. Sushkov
expected to sail through customs as usu-
al. After all, the gregarious deputy trade
minister had a lot of clout. He was well-
known among international businessmen
and had put together some of the key
Soviet trade deals of the détente era. As
co-chairman of the U, 3-U. 8. 5. K. Trade
& Economic Council, he had dealt regu-
larly with such American business lead-
ers as former PepsiCo Chairman Donald
M. Kendall, Bank of America President
A W. Clausen, and G. William Miller, ex-
chairman of Textron and former Trea-
sury Secretary.
Whenever Sushkov returned from
globetrotting, a van would meet him at
the airport and cart away all of his bag-

gage. Ordinarily, gray-uniformed ecuns-
toms officers would wave him on, but
this time they didn’t look the other way.
They stopped the aide handling Sush-
kov's luggage and found jewelry and vi-
deoeassette equipment inside.

Sushkov, who was not detained, raced
to his dacha in the posh Moseow suburb
of Barviha, where many powerful offi-
cials have their country homes. He fran-
tically stashed foreign currency and jew-
elry in empty coffee tins and began
burying them around the grounds. Back
at Sheremetyevo, the aide had started
talking. Soon the investigators were
heading for Sushkov's dacha.

PuBLIC REBUKE. Thiz past June 15, after
a three-week trial, the 67-vear-old Sush-
kov was sentenced to 13 years in prison
for accepting bribes and abusing his of-
ficial position. His wife, Valentina, a

member of the prestigious State Com-
mittee for Seience & Technology, was
given an 1l-vear sentence, and several
aides were imprisoned as well. Aceord-
ing to a recent article in the Soviet news-
paper Labor, police found $2.3 million
worth of goods thal were allegedly giv- |
en to the Sushkovs by foreign execu-
tives hoping to win Soviet trade con-
tracts. Included in the haul were 1,565
pieces of gold jewelry studded with dia-
monds and other gems.

The Sushkov ecase is one of the most
prominent efforts so far in Soviet leader
Mikhail 8. Gorbachev’s campaign to
crack down on corruption in the Soviet
Union. Along with his efforts at peres-
frotka, or restructuring Soviet society
and the economy, Gorbachev is trying to
tighten discipline. The erackdown is part-
ly politieal, designed to put Gorbachev




loyalists in posts held by cronies of the
late Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev,
whose regime was notorious for corrup-
tion. But observers note that peres-
trofka involves much more individual re-
sponsibility and decision-making. Honest
officials are needed if it's going to work.

Because graft is endemic to Soviet so-
ciety, checking it amounts to a monu-
mental task for Gorbachev. Called na
levo, or getting one's way by paying
bribes “on the left,” it involves swapping
gifts for favors. A bottle of vodka for a
maftre d' can ensure a choice table in a
restaurant. Getting an appointment with
a competent doctor ealls for more sub-
stantial gifts—but never rubles.

Since Gorbachev assumed power in
March, 1985, thousands of offieials have
been dismiszed and prosecuted for cor-
ruption. One Western diplomat est-
mates that the total has reached at least
2,000, but “that number could be a hell
of a lot. higher." Many more officials
have been investigated, he says.

In mid-June the Central Committee of
the Communist Party announced plans
to broaden the powers of prosecutors

Brezhnev erony, he was a cross between
a baby-kissing politician and a medieval
emir,

Under Rashidov, Usbekistan consis-

tently reported brilliant cotton harvests
from 1978 to 1983. Some approached 2
million- tons—more than the entire out-
put of countries such as Egypt and Paki-
stan. A 1979 headline in Pravda trum-
peted: “Remarkable Vietory of Cotton
Growers in Uzbekistan." Rashidov led
Uzbek contingents when they lined up
for awards.
HARVEST HOAX. But an extensive KGB
probe showed that Uszbekistan officials
cooked the books throughout those
award-winning years. They faked pro-
duction data, billing Moscow for up to
4.5 million tons of imaginary cotton over
five vears. Those who pocketed the dif-
ference used the money to build dachas
or to bribe bureaucrats to help their chil-
dren get luerative jobs or gain admission
to universities. As the local party boss
responsible for everything that went on
in the republic, Rashidov was accused of
allowing the scheme to develop.

By some accounts, Moscow discovered

the secam when testing spy satellites
over Uzbekistan. Rashidov reportedly
committed suicide after being eonfront-
ed with the discrepancies between the
satellite photos and the harvest reports,

Curiously, Rashidov was buried with
honors in a Tashkent park and a com-
memorative plague was placed over his
grave. But last year the Uzbekistan
Communist Party made Rashidov a non-
person. His body and the plague were
removed from the grave site, which was
then paved over with asphalt.

The man said to have faced down Ra-
shidov was Yuri V. Andropov, then KB
chief and later Soviet leader. During his
brief tenure as General Secretary, An-
dropov initiated anticorruption drives
and economic reforms that Gorbachev
has pursued more aggressively.

The Uzbekistan probe has accelerated
in the past vear, and as many as 2,000 of
the republic's officials have been investi-
gated. Deputies have been accused of
using payoffs to build grand dachas for
themselves and their children. Even the
police were involved,

Although graft is rampant throughout

battling graft. Even the usu-
ally omnipotent KGBE is af-
fected. Last fall, Kan chief
Viktor M. Chebrikov issued
an extraordinary publie re-
buke of KGR officials in the
Ukraine who had arrested
an investigative reporter
who was poking into loeal
corruption involving them.
HOME RULES. Of the 15 re-
publies in the vast country,
the ones regarded as the
most corrupt are those in
the Caucasus, including
Georgia and Armenia, as
well as Kazakhstan and the
central Asian republics. Far
from Mozscow, their popula-
tions have diverse cultures
and their own ideas about
doing business. Foreign Min-
ister and Gorbachev protégé
Eduard Shevardnadze made
hig name not in foreign af-
fairs but as an energetic
KGE official rooting out cor-
ruption in Georgia.

The biggest scandal by
far has been in Uzbekistan,
a sleepy central Asian buck-
water just north of Afghani-
stan and 1,700 mi. southeast
of Moscow, where cotton-
growing dominates the econ-
omy. For more than two de-
cades, Uzbekistan was ruled
by Sharaf Rashidov, who
was first secretary of the lo-
cal Communist Party Cen-
tral Committee from 1961
until his: death in 1983, A

the Soviet Union, in Uzbeki-
stan it seemed to take on an
anti-Russian flavor that was
unsettling - to Moscow inves-
tigators. Consequently, the
Soviet: militia is instituting
widespread transfers along
ethnic lines. Central Asian
officers will be sent to Euro-
pean Russia and Slavs will
be sent to central Asia to
deter corruption.

The investigation has had
fatal consequences for Usz-
bek officials besides Rashi-
dov. Valid Usmanov, former
minister of eotton process-
ing and the accused master-
mind of the scam, faced a
firing squad last fall. In ear-
ly June, Abduvakhid Kari-
mov, party boss of Bukhara,
about 300 mi. west of Tash-
kent, was sentenced to
death.

OPEN SECRET. Each stage of
the Uszbek probe has been
reposted in the Soviet press
as & kind of Gorbachevian
warning that such secams
will not be tolerated. But the
revelations seem  superflu-
ous in Uszbekistan, where
the cotton affair was an
open secret, “Sure, we knew
all about it,” says a woman
in Tashkent. Adds Elna-
zaroy Tahir, head of an
11,000-member eollective
farm near Bukhara: “I won-
dered why certain farms had
higher harvests than others.
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